Dr Noor Shah Kamawal

Dr Noor Shah Kamawal was originally a member of Carlton Rotary Club in 2011-
2012 when he completed a Masters in Epidemiology at the University of Melbourne
as a recipient of an Australian Government Scholarship. Dr Kamawal graduated from
Nangarhar University, Jalalabad, Afghanistan with a Degree in Medicine in 2007.

From 2008 to 2021, he held many roles with the Ministry of Public Health in
Afghanistan as the Coordinator for the AIDS program; Director for Health System
Strengthening; CEO for the National Medicine and Healthcare Products Regulatory
Authority; and Director General for Afghanistan National Public Health Institute.

Dr Kamawal has been appointed as Technical Adviser at the Nossal Institute for
Global Health within the Melbourne School of Population and Global Health at the
University of Melbourne. His research interests are focused on communicable
diseases, evaluation of regulatory systems and gap analysis for health system
engineering.

He and his wife and seven children left Afghanistan shortly after the Taliban seized
Kabul last year. The family was one of many Afghan refugee families who settled in
Australia. Unsure as to whether Dr Kamawal and his family would be staying in
Melbourne or moving to Brisbane, he was re-admitted into Carlton Rotary in
September 2021 as an Associate Member. However, his appointment at the Nossal
Institute means that he will be able to settle back into life in Melbourne. His life’s
journey has been quite a story of courage, perseverance and resilience. The Carlton
Rotary Club welcomes him home and his family.



